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CLINTON CENTRE BAPTIST CHURCH 


In September of 1810, Levi Norton, David Gaylord, Rufus 
Grennell and S. E. North came from Connecticut, and upon 
arrival in Clinton were so impressed, that word was sent to 
Levi's son, Alvin, who arrived on Christmas Day, 1811, and 
erected a cabin near where the Clinton Church now stands. 
The next year more families of the Baptist faith also came. 
Religious services were held in the homes, and in 1813, Alva 
Norton conducted the first Bible School in Wayne County. 


It was in the year 1831, on October 23, that the brothers 
and sisters met at the home of Deacon Rufus Grennell and 
discussed the propriety of organizing an Independent Church. 
Deacons were appointed to report a covenant and articles of 
Faith at a meeting to be held on November 3, 1831, at which 
time the report was presented and adopted. A call was issued 
for a council of recognition on November 10, 1831. The new 
church was recognized by the council with 24 Charter members. 
Meetings were held in the homes until a proper edifice could 
be erected. 


On July 24, 1851, the church was totally destroyed by a 
hurricane, some of the materials being carried for miles, 
A new church was erected and dedicated on January 24, 1855. 
Anniversaries were celebrated on the 50th, 75th, 100th and 
125th years of the church. 


This church has sent many educators, evangelists and 
ministers to other fields, and five times drafts were made 
on the membership to form new churches, Aldenville 1854, 
Phoenix 1866, South Clinton 1891, also to Forest City and 
Maple Grove. 


In memory of the old pioneers and ministers, Em, M. Peck 
had erected a natural flint conglomerate rock, taken from 
the Moosic Mountain, west of the church. The rock weighed 
6 tons, and is across the road from the church. In 1915 
when the rock memorial was dedicated, the flag which covered 
the memorial was removed by Mrs. Laura Griswold Loomis, who 
was 89 at the time. Mrs. Loomis was a daughter of Francis 
Griswold. 


The text given above on "Clinton Centre Baptist Church" is 
a typescript by SRP of a text written by Alice Mae Williams 
(daughter of George A. Curtis and Jeannette Geuther), who, 
on August 18, 1978, graciously permitted SRP and DWP-~during 
the course of their visit with her in her home in Seelyville, 
PA.--to make copies of numerous texts owned by her on Clinton 
Township and its early settlers, 
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